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2.4.4. - F-1 �oodway district.

General description. The F-1 �oodway district is established for the purpose of meeting the needs of the

streams to carry �oodwaters of a �ve-hundred-year frequency �ood and protecting the river, creek channels

and �oodplains from encroachment so that �ood heights and �ood damage will not be increased; to provide

the necessary regulations for the protection of the public health and safety in areas subject to �ooding; and to

reduce the �nancial burdens imposed on the community by �oods and the over�ow of lands.

Permitted uses. The following open-type uses are permitted in the F-1 �oodway district subject to approval of

the city engineering department and to such conditions [as] the city engineering department may specify to

protect the public interest:

Adjacent to agricultural and residential districts:

Agricultural uses including crops, nursery stock, and tree farming, truck gardening, livestock grazing,

personal gardens, community gardens, market gardens, and other agricultural uses which are of the

same or a closely similar nature.

Railroads, streets, bridges, and public utility wire and pipe lines for transmission and local distribution

purposes.

Public parks and playgrounds, and outdoor private clubs including but not limited to country clubs,

swimming clubs, [and] tennis clubs, provided that no principal building is located in the �oodway.

Recreational camps, campgrounds, and camp trailer parks, provided that restroom facilities shall be

located and constructed in accordance with the health department requirements.

Commercial excavation of natural materials and improvements of a stream channel.

Other similar uses accessory to those permitted in the adjoining districts subject to planning commission

approval as a use permitted on review.

Adjacent to a commercial district:

Any of the above permitted uses.

Archery range, drive-in theaters, miniature golf courses, and golf ranges.

Marina, boat launching ramp, boat rental, boat sales; provided that no principal building is located in the

�oodway unless it is designed and constructed to withstand, without major damage, the �ood conditions

at the site.

Loading and unloading areas and parking lots.

Other similar uses accessory to those permitted in the adjoining district subject to planning commission

approval as a use permitted on review.

Adjacent to an industrial district:

Agricultural uses including crop, nursery stock, and tree farming, truck gardening, livestock grazing, and

other agricultural uses which are of the same or closely similar nature.

Storage yards for equipment and material not subject to major damage by �ood, provided such use is

accessory to a use permitted in an adjoining district.

Parking lots.

Railroads, streets, bridges and utility lines.

Other similar uses accessory to those permitted in the adjoining district subject to planning commission

approval as a use permitted on review.
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Uses permitted on review.

Marinas, subject to the requirements set forth in article V, section 3.F., when the area zoned F-1 directly

abuts an area zoned A-1, OS-1, O-2, O-3, C-2, C-3, C-4, C-5, C-6, PC-1, PC-2, I-1, I-2, I-3, or I-4.

City engineering department approval. No permit shall be issued for the construction of any building or

structure including railroads, streets, bridges and utility lines, or for any use within the �oodway district until

the plans for such construction or use have been submitted to the city engineering department certifying that

no increase in the �ve-hundred-year �ood levels will occur as a result of this construction and approval is

given in writing for such construction or use.

In its review of plans submitted, the city engineering department shall be guided by the following standards, keeping in

mind that the purpose of this district is to prevent encroachment into the �oodway which will increase �ood heights and

endanger life and property:

Any structure or �lling of land permitted shall be of a type not appreciably damaged by �oodwaters,

provided no structures for human habitation shall be permitted.

Any use permitted shall be in harmony with and not detrimental to the uses permitted in the adjoining

district.

Any permitted structures or the �lling of land shall be designed, constructed and placed on the lot so as

to o�er the minimum obstruction to and e�ect upon the �ow of water.

Any structure, equipment or material permitted shall be �rmly anchored to prevent it from �oating away

and thus damaging other structures and threatening to restrict bridge openings and other restricted

sections of the stream.

Where, in the opinion of the city engineering department, topographic data, engineering, and other

studies are needed to determine the e�ects of �ooding on a proposed structure or �ll and/or the e�ect

of the structure or �ll on the �ow of water, the city engineering department may require the applicant to

submit such data or other studies prepared by competent engineers and other technical people.

The granting of approval of any structure or use shall not constitute a representation, guarantee or

warranty of any kind or nature by the City of Knoxville or by any o�cer or employee thereof, and shall

create no liability upon or cause action against such public body, o�cer, or employee for any damage

that may result pursuant thereto.

Limited rezoning. Property in an F-1, �oodway district, may be rezoned to any requested zoning classi�cation;

provided, however, that such rezoning, if otherwise appropriate, shall be granted subject to all requirements,

conditions and regulations relating to grading, �lling, drainage and general site preparation established by and

placed on said property by the metropolitan planning commission, city engineering department or the city

council. The ordinance approving such limited rezoning shall become e�ective when the above-mentioned

conditions and requirements have been fully satis�ed and written approval of same is transmitted from the

executive director of the metropolitan planning commission to the city building o�cial. No permits shall be

issued for and no construction shall commence on any such rezoned property until all the conditions,

requirements and regulations hereinabove mentioned have been fully and completely satis�ed and the

aforesaid written approval of the executive director of the metropolitan planning commission has been

received by the city building o�cial.

(Ord. No. 4311, 6-13-67; Ord. No. O-65-83, § 1, 3-29-83; Ord. No. O-191-83, § 1, 11-8-83; Ord. No. O-70-97, § 1, 2-25-97; Ord.

No. O-189-98, § 1, 3-24-98; Ord. No. O-70-09, § 1, 5-5-09; Ord. No. O-3-2011, § 1, 1-25-11; Ord. No. O-126-2015, § 10, 7-21-15)



Editor's note— Ord. No. O-3-2011, § 1, adopted January 25, 2011, amended the Code by renumbering former § 2.4.3 as a new

§ 2.4.4.
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