
ABOUT THE TOWN OF LOUISVILLE 

Change: Today Louisville is Valued for Peaceful 
Surroundings 

Many residence and visitors today value Louisville for its peaceful surroundings. But in 
the 19th Century, Louisville was akin to a boom town.  
 
“Louisville really grew around the 1840s and became a trade center due to its location,” 
says Phil Mummert, Town historian. “There were several stores, warehouses, wagon 
makers, five blacksmiths, a distillery, a saddle-tree factory and a flour mill.”  
 
The main intersection in Louisville was River Street and Gilbert Street, now known as 
Cox Road. “Gilbert Street led to different ferry crossings that went to Knoxville or 
Concord,” says Mummert. “Not all of the people in Louisville lived in the area. It was a 
commercial district that attracted people from the surroundings territories.”  
 
The Foster family owned a great deal of land in Louisville and may have been the most 
influential family in Louisville. Foster’s Storehouse, now a building almost two centuries 
old, guards the entrance to Louisville Point Park.  

The building’s name was changed to Harper Brothers General Merchandise Store 
around 1894 and remained open until 1938.  
 
Louisville grew so much that it was incorporated into a town in 1841. But as time went 
on, Louisville’s status as a town disappeared. “It is not known when Louisville stopped 
being a town,” Mummert said. Regaining status as a town was not a quick task, and 
Louisville did not become a town again until 1993.  

 
 



Blue or Gray 

Tennessee was a border state in the Civil War; the state was a haven for both the 
Confederacy and the Union armies. It is documented that both the armies of the North 
and South raided Louisville at one time or another.  
 
“The Civil War affected Louisville about the same as every other place at that time,” 
says Mummert. “Almost every place that had (livestock and goods) was raided during 
the Civil War.”  
 
The house owned by Phil Mummert and Ann Bennett was owned by Horace Foster, 
who had served as Louisville’s mayor. In November 1863, Foster’s house was used as 
a go-between for a message from Gen. Ulysses S. Grant to be delivered to Union 
forces. Rail took over the nation after the Civil War. Louisville was not quite the boom 
town it had been, yet found a way to prosper. “The main product was marble,” says 
Mummert. “The marble came from the Copley Mines, and it was shipped by ferry to rail.”  
 
Rail was laid in Louisville by the early 1890s. “Trade went from river-based to rail,” says 
Bennett. “Knoxville became the second-largest trade center south of the Ohio River, 
with Atlanta being the largest.”  
 
The railroad helped Louisville to obtain a post office. The mail came by train, which 
made it easy to annex a post office around the Harper Brothers General Merchandise 
Store. The post office remained opened until 1943.  

 

Town Declines 

As the 20th Century came, Louisville’s prominence began to dwindle. “There was a 
gradual decline in Louisville’s economic activity,” says Mummert. “Aluminum and marble 
became big factors in Louisville becoming a residential area. People were being bused 
to places like Alcoa around 1913 for work.  
 
The change of technology was the swan song for Louisville’s economic dominance. 
“There was a shift from water to rail,” says Bennett. “Then there was a shift from rail to 
automobile. All of the sudden the travel goes from across the river to the banks.”  
 
The Great Depression swept through the country without mercy, and Louisville was not 
an exception.  
 
“People living in Louisville at that time said it was tough, but they helped each other 
out,” says Bennett. “Community was the main theme. Every person in the community 
did their best to help one another. A strong sense of community became the essence of 
Louisville.”  



 
The Depression created situations that are unthinkable to people now, such as livestock 
running around in downtown Knoxville. “Livestock was herded on ferries and sent to 
Knoxville,” recalls Mummert. “Imagine herds of cattle and hogs traveling down 
Northshore.”  

 

Louisville Flooded 

The Tennessee Valley Authority was created in 1933. It did not take long for TVA to 
make plans for the river system. The first plan came out in 1934, with many other plans 
to follow – all leading up to the construction of Fort Loudoun Dam.  
 
The structure was finished in September 1943, and it took two weeks for the river to 
come up and swallow most of Louisville.  
 
An estimated 70 percent of Louisville was put under water. Some homes and buildings 
were relocated to Louisville Road.  
 
After the flooding, some of the land that remained resembled pasture. Something had to 
be done with it.  
 
“Likely as a move to encourage public recreation, the park was built and leased to 
Blount County Park and Recreation in the early 1970s,” says Mummert.  
 
Currently the park has areas for fishing, swimming and other outdoor activities. “One of 
the most popular things in the park right now is volleyball,” says Mummert. “People will 
play volleyball all day and into the night.”  
 
There is also a pavilion used by the public for various types of occasions. “We have 
seen church baptisms, company picnics, school field trips and several other kinds of 
groups that use the area around the pavilion,” says Mummert.  
 
Mummert and other Louisville historic conservationists are always looking for more 
history about the area. Individuals who have historical items or information to contribute 
should call Louisville Town Hall at 865-681-1983.  

 

Town History Committee 

The Town History Committee is an Ad Hoc committee whose purpose is to assist the 
mayor and community by developing a comprehensive history of the Town of Louisville 
and its citizens. This pictorial and written history will be made available for all citizens at 



the Town Hall and on the Town of Louisville website. Members are nominated by the 
mayor and approved by a majority vote of the Board of Mayor and Aldermen. The 
mayor selects the member who will serve as chair.  

Members 
Phil Mummert, Chair 
John Loope 
Kate Clabough 
Phillip Marshall 
Robert Smith 
Date Appointed 
02/08/11 
02/08/11 
05/10/11 
05/10/11 
05/10/11 
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