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The floating dock inspected is of galvanized steel construction with enclosed flotation.  The dock is 68’ 
by 44’ for a total footprint of 2992 square feet.  It has (2) 60’ x 16’ boat slips.  The decking is made of 
concrete pavers.  There is a 40,000 pound capacity Poly Lift in one slip and a 30,000 Poly Lift in the 
other.  There are 4’ walkways down the sides of both slips framed, decked and floated the same as the 
rest of the dock.  The entire dock is covered with what appears to be metal roofing.  The slips have 
approximately 20’ of vertical clearance for boat entry.  There is a 28’x 8’ section of floating dock tied at 
the end of the main dock.  The main dock is secured by two 28’x6’ galvanized steel walkways and ¾” 
wire rope. 

 

 

 

mailto:cjw0321@msn.com


 

Both lifts are pictured above.  They are both manufactured by Poly Lift and are pneumatic lifts powered 
by electric blower motors inflating polyurethane floats. 

 

40,000 pound lift.  This is the older of the two lifts.  It was tested and functioned properly (no load).  This 
lift was found in the down (submerged) position.  It appears that the lift has been down for some time. 
Corrosion is obvious on hardware and will have to be addressed in coming years.  This lift is placing 
pressure on the dock and causing structural damage.  That is discussed further into this report. 



 

Control box for 40,000 pound lift. 

 

Corrosion on hardware and bracketry on 40,000 pound lift. 



 

 

30,000 pound Poly Lift.  This lift is newer that the 40,000 lift and in better condition.  It was tested (no 
load) and functioned properly.  It did not show any signs of damaging corrosion.   

 

Lift control for 30,000 lift.  It was obvious that the dock and lifts have not been used in some time.  
While both lifts function properly everything on the dock could benefit from a good cleaning.  Bird’s 
nests, wasp nests and mud dauber nests were found in quantity in the electrical box, both control boxes 
and in various spots in the overhead.  While everything is currently functioning, the insects and birds will 
eventually destroy blower motors, electrical connections, etc. if they are allowed to continue to nest. 



 

Above is the electrical box for the dock.  It shows obvious signs corrosion and weathering.  The only 
electrical service tested was the service for the lifts and the lighting.  As stated previously the lifts are 
working properly.  4 of 6 overhead lights functioned.  The 2 that did not were on the same circuit and 
switch.  I recommend that the buyer have a licensed and insured electrician evaluate the electrical 
service on the dock.   





 

In the above 3 pictures you can see concrete paver cracking, a “ripple” in the dock frame in the 2nd 
picture and a previous repair in that same area in the 3rd picture.  This area is where the 40,000 pound 
lift mounts to the dock.  Specifically, its’s where the control arm closest to the slip entry and the side 
facing the bank attach.  The lift appears to be out of geometry and placing excessive stress on the dock.  
A repair to the dock frame has already been made in that area.  The repair is not very robust and the lift 
is still flexing the dock in that area while in operation.   Further damage to the dock will occur if the issue 
is not resolved. 

 



 

The dock is secured to the bank by 2 28’x6’ galvanized steel walkways and ¾” wire rope.  In the two 
pictures above you will see two empty frames suspended below the ends of the walkway closest to the 
dock.  Those frames were originally filled by a flotation block.  The flotation on the end of the walkway is 
necessary to relieve stress from the attachment point on the dock and to keep from overloading the 
floatation on the dock.  The dock is already beginning to settle and float lower in the corners.  Replacing 
the floatation under the walkway is recommended.   

 

Above is the ¾” wire rope bracing.  It is sound and appears to be functioning properly.  The dock shows 
no signs of movement. 





 

The four photos above show damage to dock floatation.  The encapsulation around the foam has 
weathered and disintegrated.  This allows the foam to erode and the foam left inside the encapsulation 
to absorb water and loose buoyancy.   3 of the pictures above are from corners of the dock.  The corners 
on the dock are beginning to sink.  The corners are only down by a couple of inches but it should be 
addressed before it gets worse.  Some of the height difference on the corners could be due to the roof 
design and may not come back.  However, bad floatation under the main roof supports (all four corners) 
will lead to problems.  I recommend replacement of all damaged or missing floatation.   



 

In the picture above you can see small holes in the roofing material.  This damage is localized to the 
corner of the dock facing away from the main channel and closest to the bank.  Cause is unknown. 

 

This picture shows rub rail falling off of the dock section between the slips on the entry end.  This is 
happening in various spots around the dock.  This is a maintenance item and easily repaired. 

 

 



Overall the dock inspected is sound and the lifts function.  The dock appears to be properly secured 
and is located in an area that is protected from wind and wave action.  The dock should last many 
years if the problems mentioned are repaired.  I would recommend an electrical inspection before 
use.   
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