
BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE TOWN OF LOUISVILLE 

Louisville was originally named  "Gillespie's Landing," after two of its three founders, John and Robert 

Gillespie and Samuel Saffel, settled here around 1795. Only later was the town called Louisville 

(pronounced Lewisville), possibly named for Louis Phillipe of France, who visited the Blount County area 

in 1797.  

Louisville was once one of the most important river ports on the Tennessee River in the mid 19th century. 

By 1851, streets had been laid out and a charter of incorporation was issued from the County Court in 

Maryville (the incorporation lasted for about 10 years). During its heyday, Louisville boasted tanneries, 

blacksmith and shoemaking shops, wagon and cooper shops, flour mills, lumber mills, distilleries, 

warehouses, and produce stores. All this in an area that just 20 years earlier, in 1830, had only a few 

homes.  

The town's booming growth and success were cut short by the Civil War, during which the town saw 

several occupations, as well as two major floods, both of which crested at more than 40 feet, in 1867 and 

1875, destroying much of the warehousing and riverfront property. Louisville experienced a new surge of 

economic growth after 1875 when the steamship business was revived and the town again became a 

major port. However, with the coming of the L&N railroad through the town in 1900, river shipping was no 

longer necessary or profitable. Louisville went back to being an agricultural community as it had been 100 

years before.  

The inundation of Fort Loudon Lake in 1943 drastically changed the face of Louisville, forming two 

peninsulas in what had been the main part of town and forcing many area residents to relocate. The 

several historic homes and buildings on Cox Road and Louisville Main Street offer a glimpse of what the 

town looked like long ago.  

 

In 1988 a group of citizens became concerned about the City of Alcoa encroaching into the rural 

community along with zoning and development issues. Over the next year, the group grew and the idea 

of reestablishing the old Town of Louisville evolved. In 1990 the Town of Louisville was chartered. Ray 

Sampley became the first Mayor.The Old Allison Marine Building became Louisville's town hall and fire 

station. The town later purchased 27 acres on Louisville Road where the fire station, garage and town hall 

were built. 


